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ENGLAND'S    :"REE    TRADE. 


"  Tlvoro  18  a  tide  in  tiic  nff^ir^  of  men. 
Wliicli,  tnken  at  tlie  flomi.  lends  on  to  fortun«! : 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage;  of  their  life, 
I.s  bound  in  shnllows  and  in  miseries. 
On  Hiieli  a  full  «ea  are  we  now  afloat, 
And  We  must  taki!  the  current  wtieti  it  siTVP.*, 
Or  lose  our  ventures." 

IT  l)tMn;f  now  nfar  tlif  oloso  of  rli<^  fir-t  half  century  of 
Eni^latul's  Free  Tr.-iflr  Policy,  a  vf'tfos])Pct  may  not 
])(>  witliont  its  lessons.  It  is  not  to  Frcf  Trade,  so 
called,  that  Ihiyland  is  uulebted  for  her  maritime  suprem- 
ncy,  Iter  vast  colonial  empire  or  her  commr  cial  and  manu- 
facturing greatness,  l)ut  rather  to  protectiim,  as  the  his- 
tory of  her  defensive  t)r  ])rott:'Ctive  legislation  for  over  four 
centuries  prior  to  184tl  amply  ])n)ves.  England  at  that 
time,  the  F(,urteenth  century,  was  without  manufactures 
except  )f  the  rudest  kind,  and  without  a  merchant  mai'ine. 
The  nations  of  the  Continent  suppli  d  her  with  maniifac 
tured  arti'  les  an  1  took  in  exchange  her  I'aw  material. 
Her  first  step  in  protection  embraced  only  a  few  articles — 
vool,  flax  and  hides.  The  effect  in  tlie  maunfacture  of 
even  these  few  lines  ir  k»'eping  the  money  in  the  country 
was  so  apparent  that  tl;e  pr«)tective  principle  was  continu- 
ously enlarged  and  extended  during  the  succeeding  cen- 
turies. Ijut  the  masterpiece  of  England's  protective  legis- 
lation was  the  largel}'  increased  duties  im])os  d  on  foreign 
imports  when  brought  in  foreign  vessels.  That  measure 
of  proti?ction  transferred  the  carrying  trade  of  Britain 
from  foreign  ships  to  British  ships,  thus  virtually  giving  t(» 
Fin gl an  1  the  coniaiind  of  the  seas. 

T  may  here  state  that  the  foreign  part  of  the  {v.ida  thus 
conferred  is  now  onl}'  retained  hy  sheer  comp-^titioii  with 
tiie  native  shipping  of  foreign  ports,  and  this  incidentally 


'fiM:riiiiinHt<-r(  H^ainst  tlu;  colonics,  for  ficii^lit  is  car  nC<f  af 
lower  ratP«  fri  ni  these  foreign  ports  than  from  (oh)nial 
}>*/rls  to  f]nj,'lan(l. 

To  resume  :  As  the  scope  of  Enjiland's  protective 
policy  brofirlened  so  us  to  include  one  lu-ju'ch  of  manufac- 
turing after  another,  the  necessary  capital  and  skill  from 
the  manufacturin*^  centres  of  the  continent  were  fothcom 
inj^.  Tlie  iiuluHtries  thus  transplanted  found  a  ('(Miireniai 
i*oil.  Man/  of  ohem  w(>re  new  to  England  and  increased 
the  variety  of  her  manufactures. 

Another  effect  of  Eni,dand's  protective  policy  was  her 
rapid  increase  in  population  and  wealth  which  subsequent- 
ly enahhxl  her  to  successfully  cope  with  the  gigantic  power 
of  the  first  Napoleon, 

Prior  to  184G  the  agricxiltural  inttTfrists  had  kept  pace 
with  tlie  rise  and  spread  of  the  njanufacturing  interests  in 
England,  and  not  only  there,  but  in  the  (olf)nies,  for  Eug. 
land's  tariff  Wfis  national  and  imperial,  inasmuch  as  im- 
pcjrts  from  the  colonies,  when  sul)ject  to  a  duty,  paid  !e  « 
than  foreign  goods.  Some  Free  Traders  assert  thab  Eng- 
land wart  obliged  to  adopt  free  trade  because  she  couid  no 
longer  feed  her  rapidly  increasing  population,  or  obtain 
sufH'-ient  raw  material  for  her  factorit^.  That  assertion  is 
a  fallacy,  for  the  sliding,  scale  of  the  Corn  Laws  and  the 
supplies  from  abnxul  would  have  prevented  the  former  con- 
tingency and  the  admission  of  raw  material  free,  is  com- 
j>atible  with  the  highest  protection.  On  the  other  hand, 
eminent  Free  Traders  have  left  documentary  evidence  to 
show  that  England  did  not  adopt  free  trade  of  necessity, 
but  from  the  conviction  that  fiee  tn^do  was  morally  right 
and  protection  morally  wrong.  Be  that  as  it  may,  neither 
net  of  Free  Traders  have  explained  the  peculiar  morality 
of  raising  a  revenue  of  over  6100,000,000  by  customs  duties 
in  a  free  t-ade  country  on  certain  goods  because  such  goods 
are  not }  roduced  in  Britaiii,  such  as  tea,  coifee  an;l  various 
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otlier  lines  of  gocnls,  Ix'ing  n<'c<'ssaries  to  a  uivilizt'd  people, 
\vliile  all  pioducts,  sucli  as    JJritaiii    produces,  whether    of 
the  fai-ui  or  factory,  may  enter  IJritaiu  fn^e  of  duty.     Free 
T  aders  are  ^^ont  t<j  assert  th-»it    free    trade   gnve    rise    to 
I'jngland's  ;,'reat  export  trade  of    manufactured    g(X)ds,  })Ut 
the  fact  was  that   this   hirije   tradt'   h;ul   been    rapidly    in- 
creasin*,'  f(M'  more  than   a  (|uai'tei'  of  a    centui'y  ])rior    to 
1M4G  and  it  was  the  great  volume   which    this    ti'ad«'    had 
assumed  that  origina  <(1  the  ide.i  of  niakiny   England    the 
work-shop  of  tlie   world,   hence  free    trade  as  a  means   t<t 
that  end.      The  exigencies  of  the  continental  nations  whose 
territories  liad  been  the  battlefield  of  contending  arniies  in 
the  latter  pait  of  the  eighteenth    century  fuul    the    eai'ly 
part  of  this  c  ntury,  fosterod  that  id' a,.      The    countries  of 
the  New  World  wi;re  so  intent  on  developing  their  agricul- 
tural resources  to  supply  the  demand   that    the    wars    and 
liritain's  great  export  trade  had   called    into    being,    that 
little  or  no  atte  ition   w.is   given   to  manufacturing  indus- 
tvle.i.      This  was  an  a  1  litional   incentive   to    the    adoption 
of  Free  Trade  by   England,  and   those  prospective  fields  of 
future  commercial  conijuest  were  so  alluring  to  the  philan- 
thropic desires  of  England's  Free  Traders,  that  as  a  pre- 
liminary the  tariff  wai  confined  to  the    LTnited    Kingdom, 
thereb}'  abandoning  the    Colonial    Empire    connnercially. 
By  this  sacrifice  of  the  agricultural  interests    and    every 
patriotic  aspiration,  these  Free  Tradt!  rulers  of    England 
expected  all  Christian  nations  to  embrace  this  latest  revel- 
ation of  Christian  mmality,    namely: — "To    i)uy    in    tii>' 
cheapest  and  sell  in  the  dearest  market."      But  the  nations 
evidently  did  not  think  that  the  trade  (juestion  was  one  (tf 
morality  an<l  still  less  of  religion, but  one  of  expediency,  as 
there  is  not  now  a  single  foreign  nation  that  follows  P^ng- 
land's  trade  policy.      But  that  does  not  prevent  the  nations 
availing  themselves,  to  the  fullest  possible  extent    of   the 
best  market  of  the  world  foi-  bread  stufis  thus  thrown  open 


to  tftcnr  a*  a  l)ait,  an([  not  ftn-  an  ('t|ni\a[<'nt.  Ft  will  he 
n'lncmhercil  that  the  liiial  a'xilit ion  nt'  slavery  in  th< 
Biitish  I>()mini(vn.s  was  eari-iod  out  in  1  SHS.  Tlic  j)lant»'r^4 
of  the  British  We.st  Tf.dies  wort;  tryiii,;,'  to  solve  the  hihor 
prohh'iii  in  that  hot  climate  when  Free  Triule  icave  them 
another  set  \y,xvk  l»y  jilacing  the  pridiK'tH  of  slave  states  in 
competition  with  the  free  labor  of  the  West  Indies,  in  the 
Hiitish  niaiket. 

Tt  has  Ix'en  said  that  the  d;'iir.'  of  ^ain  i-v  selfishness 
atid  tliat  it  may  l)e  divided  into  individual,  elass,  and 
national. 

The  first  dfx;  i  not  concern  the  public.  We  have  seen 
that  Tree  Triidt;  was  inaugurated  and  carried  by  the  com- 
mercial and  n^anufacturin^  classes  \>ith  th(!  exj)ectation 
of  makin','  l'^n,ij;laiid  tlu^  workshop  of  the  world,  showinq; 
eleaily  that  KTis^land's  tarili'  was  based  on  class  selhshness 
in  IN40.  However,  the  sacrifice  above  nu'iitioned  did  not 
open  the  (kK)rs  into  the  markets  of  the  woi'ld  any  wider 
than  they  were,  any  more  than  the  throwing  open  of  Can- 
ada's markets  for  grain  and  ilour  in  the  seventies  admitted 
her  grain  and  fiour  fretr  into  the  United  States.  True, 
England's  exports  increased  after  ltS4G,  as  they  had  been 
increasing  for  the  previous  twenty-five  years  or  more,  with, 
of  course,  the  added  momentum  of  tlu;  const;  ntly  increas- 
inir  volume  of  that  trsulc; 

Btifore  abaudonuient  the  colonies  had  been  receiving,  in 
constantly  increasing  numbers,  the  surplus  population  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  Canada,  on  account  of  iier  com- 
parative proximity,  great  extent  of  unoccupied  territory 
and  the  adaptability  of  her  soil  and  climate  for  the  pro- 
duction of  supplies  for  the  home  market,  received  large 
additions  to  her  population.  But  a})andonment  showed  its 
withering  power  almost  immedia:ely.  The  effect  on  Can- 
ada is  thus  described  by  J.  A.  Boyd,  B.  A.,  in  his  sum- 
n.aiy  of  Canadian  history  for  the  use  of  schools  in  British 
North  Anierii. a,  page   117 


"'I'lic  K] oil  nf  the  Colli  Laws  in  liTit^'laiid  in  IS|(», 
*' wlicicl.y  all  iiclVicncc  in  ta\<ii'  i)f  Canadian  ;,'iain  was 
"  al)(»li- lied  ami  trade  coiisfinicntly  divcrtt'd  t"t(»iii  tin-  St, 
"  f.awiciKf,  iHiw  licyan  to  ]iri  diicc  t('llin,i,f  cflccts  u|  (  ii  lli'' 
"  crd-l:  aid  r 'V'Mut^  of  tlu"  r  )u.itry,  from  wliiuii  it  to  »!< 
'*  inanv  years  of  industrv  and  ix-rscvcrcni'*!  to  recover." 

J>ut  the  facts  al)ove  recoif'ed  are  as  nothinii  in  cdin- 
parisoii  t(»  tlie  injury  inllietrd  on  Canada  \>x  the  di\ersioii 
of  the  tide  of  (  niij^ration  to  tlie  I'nited  Stales,  whei'e  tiny 
constitute  a  no  insij;nitieant  el<'inent  in  tl.e  liuiMin^  up, 
not  alone  of  an  all  powerfi  1  rival  of  the  colonies,  in  the 
Home  Market,  l)Ut  also  a  i^rowin;;'  ii\al  of  Kn^land  in  the 
col  iiiial  in.ukt'ts.  I'Vee  'Iradeis  asseit  that  a  protected 
cov'.ntiy  cannot  comj  etc  with  fiee  tia  le  l'In;;;land  in  a 
neutii  1  market,  l.ut  the  jilain  lo.^ic  of  facts  is  a^ainsi  that 
asserti*'!!,  iis  I  he  United  Stales  (hjes  coinj.t  ti;  with  l'jii;land 
in  nriny  line-;  of  i;(»ods  in  Canada,  Australia,  t'  e  West 
Jiidic;-,  many  of  the  States  <;f  South  America,  and  hut 
hitely  a  I'nited  States  factory  receiv  d  an  order  from  the 
Russian  (roveininent  for  1  L*,000  tons  of  arnioi- pl.-.tes,  a 
transaction  ;. mounting;-  to  owi-  i:'2'.0,00(.'.  Such  ordeis 
fonnerly  went  to  England.  'J'hat  fact  is  sinnilicaiit. 
Germany  of  late  years  has  ai>j)ro})riated  a  consideiahlo 
s!ii.'e  of  the  1  ilia  tr  id  >.  1  la!y,  FiMnce  and  otliT  natioiH 
ar(.'  idso  increasin,L(  their  exj.orts  to  forei^j^n  markets,  of 
inanuf  letured  ^oods.  And  to  further  show  the  utter  fal- 
h.cy  of  ll;a  fr<n  trade  contention,  Mr.  J  i.'unn.onil,  M.  IV, 
who  has  been  an  al(h,'rman  of  Newcastle-on-lyiie  for  10 
y»iars,  said  at  a  ])an(juet  in  Sunderland  on  the  12th  inst. 

"  Tn  l^'S")  we  iec(ived  forty-five  million*  worth  of  numu- 
"factured  goods  and  twenty-five  million  worth  of  partially 
"manufactured  goods  into  this  country.  Tn  If^UO  the 
"  iiguiY.s  had  risen  to  sixty  million  worth  and  thirty  milliv»ii 
"worth  re.'pectively,  and  in  ISUl'  to  sixty-five  million 
"  worth  and  thirty-Hve  niillifjn  worth.  They  were  sold  and 
"displaced  so  much  of  our  own  manufactured  goods  which 


"  ADuM  Ii;i\t'  Ix'cn  'I  ude  by  men  n\t\v  imd  willini;  ta  wovk.' 
Tli.it  1(1, ks  like  "  ciirryir'r  tlif  war  into  AtVicii."' 

Kii,:;lfin(l  imports  8<)'')0,0(JO,000  worth  Mion- roiiiiuoditifs 
tlian   mIic  cxfiorts,   and  \\w  ahovj"    Kn;,dish  ((notation  shows 
that  tills  adverse   l)ahint'e  in  yeiifly  intteasinj;'.      The  ewrii- 
iii^s  of    hlii<^laiid's    niaiiue   is  estimated   at  !?3')0, 000,000. 
Then   the  amount    of   l']n,i;lish   capita,   invested   in   fofei^n 
countries    a'.iire^ates    an  anuuint    e(|ual   t  >  ten    thousand 
nnllions  of  (h)iiais   which   say  at     \  per  cent,    would   reatli 
•"i?K)0,Ot)'J,0>)    i);!r  annual,    which,  a  I  led    to  tli;?  mu-in-'s 
earnings,   enables   Eni;land   to  show  a  balance  in  lierfa\<tr 
of  about   8100,000,000  yet  her     xports  'a-e  on  t!ie   \va<ie 
and  a  coninnssionf  is  now  seeking  the  cause  of  th  'iiiij  e  d 
ini;   luin  of  the  a<>ricultural   interests  of  the  I'liitt  d  iCi:!;,- 
(lom.      Now   this  hwi^e  amount  of  interest  does  not  repres- 
ent the  earnin,L(s  of  Enj^land's  toilers,   but  tlie  earnin;.'s  of 
t'le    cajiital    ])  )ured    into    foreii^n     countries    by    I'jnj'lish 
moiu^y  lenders  to  set  the   wiieels  of  iiulustries  in   motion 
which    an^    dai  y  makinj^   these  foreign   nations   more  in- 
ch jx^ident  of  England's  artisans.      The  fact  is  wort   y'of 
note  in  connection  with  this  subject,   that  the  willingness 
of  tlie  English  money  lender  is  in  pioportion  to  the  ability 
of  the  country's  tarilf  to  shut     out    England's    manufac- 
tures,  well  knowing    that  all   Hav(Hl  in  that    direction  is 
added   to  the   wealth  of  the  country,  and  as  a  secpience,  to 
the  security  of  his  investments.      Hence  tie  thousands  of 
millicms  of  dollars  invested  in  the  United  States. 

To  I'eturn  to  1846.     We  have  seen  that  th(^    then  rui 
ers  of  England  were  blind  to  the  possibilities  of  aa  Einpire, 
vast  in  extent,  lying  in  every  /.one  capable  of  producing 
all  the  varied  productions  of  the  (^iirth  in  abundance,  and 
a  market  to  sell  them  in  if   that   market    was  withdrawn 


Note.— The  resuler  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  miU'ons  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Hammond  are  pounds  aterlinu:,  not  dollars. 

t  That  commia.sion  has  repcrted  since  the  above  was  writtei).  and  lieinjr 
so  retent  I  need  only  to  say  IjroaiUy,  tliat  the  reiwrt  has  eontirmed  whnt 
was  before  rumored. 
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iu)m  tlu'  ctiiitiol  nf  foiei^ni  imtions,  niul  KnL;laii<rH  liulfis 
juv  still  Itliiid  to  tliiit  fju't.  Ml",  (tludstoiit'  luul  a  vision 
ot'  tlu'  I'liitt'd  States  as  Iwiiii,' a  Aorld  within  its«'If,  wliiih 
is  he  yrcutrst  tribute  ever  \miU\  to  tlu*  tiiuinjths  of  inolfc- 
(ion.  If  tlic  l'nit«H|  States  hu«l  not  free  Jireess  to  tli<' 
Hti;,'Iis1i  market  it  woul«l  have  lK»eti  a  lojisidetl  worlil. 
.Mr.  (lladstoiies  vision  is  eoinprehensive  as  rei,'ards  th<' 
I'nited  Stat<'s,  a  rountry  tliat  prac-tiees  the  direct  coiitraiy 
t>)  what  he  jireiches.  Uut  as  iv;j;ards  the  IJritish  Knipiif 
his  vision  does  not  extend  i.  yond  the  ((tnlines  of  tlie 
Tnited  Kingdom  and  even  there  is  so  l)efo;,',y;ed  that  he 
i-anniit  discern  that  the  a<^r'.  jlturil  inter  •  >ts  of  tht^  nation 
are  worthy  of  some  consHieratifm.  No,  Mr.  (Iladstone 
evidently  considers  that  tlie  j»ri"..' of  fi'.rrn  j)ro(lucts  are 
not  vei  low  enough  in  England,  for  in  his  corresixtndenie 
with  the  late  .Mr.  IJlaine,  s  cretary  of  the  L'nited  States, 
o  1  jree  trade  and  prote-tion,  in  the  Januniy  uunilx-r  of 
tlie  >soith  American  Review  ISDU,  he  uses  the  ma:  ic  of 
his  jien  to  in(hiee  the  people  of  that  country  "  t<»  raise 
more  cereals  an  1  mire  cotton  at  lo»v  prices,  iristcad  of 
mor>.?  cloth  an  1  more  iron  at  hi.i^h  pi'icrs."  Peihajis  lie 
was  nob  then  aware  that  protection  would  make  iro  » 
cheaper  in  the  l'nit«*d  States*  in  IS'JI  than  in  En,i,'land, 
hat  it  is  so  nevertheless.  If  Mr.  (Hadstone's  distant 
vision  had  not  lieen  focuse<l  on  the  L'nited  States  he  miglit 
have  seen,  according  to  a  reliable  Englisli  autiio -ity,  "  iliut 
every  Canadian  takes  nearly  four  tiui.'s,  and  .ver/ 
Australian  nearly  seventeen  times,  as  much  manufarturid 
goods  from  England  sus  an  American,  a  (Jerman,  or  a 
Frenchman  does."  England  can  increase  the  colonial 
trade  l)ut  she  is  powerless  to  arrest  the  decline  of  her 
foreign  trade,  especially  with  the  United  States.  If  tic 
Statesmen  of  England  and  the  Statesmen  of  the  United 
S:ates   had  conspired  t>  frami?  two  tariifi  for  the    a,'grai- 

Ni'  IK  - Tlio  t'ity  of  Oulilin  imported  the  iron  work  for  some  c  >■  p  )r;iti  jii 
iiiiproveiuunt  from  the  United  States. 
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<Ii;cc!ii.nJt  <»f  thf  Unifccl  Statos,  ;m<\  the  retardation  <»f  the 
Hritisli  K;n;)ire,  it  is  .loubtful  whether  any  two  could  hav.- 
b.'.en  tVa-iK'l  with  that  Oi.l  in  view,  that  would  have 
a^x'oinpli.she;!  so  iniu-h  i.n  U>ss  than  half  a  century  than 
tliese  two  now  in  foi'ce.  Tiie  (Hscjura^'einent  to  the  set- 
tleinent  of  eniixr.i  its  in  the  colonif^s  presented  hv 
Tviyhin  I's  five  trade  tariff  on  tlie  one  'land,  and  on  ihe 
oth  'r  l>y  the  financial  advanta^^es  jireserited  l»vtlie  tarilJ'of 
tlie  Tnited  Stales,  whose  eveiy  clause  was  framed  for 
(h-awinL--  to  her  shores,  not  alone  the  urplus  population  of 
the  United  Kin,i,'doni,  ])ut  also  of  the  continent.  The  re- 
pulsion of  the  one,  and  the  attrM  -tion  of  the  othe/,  has 
crvitel  an  iaili'^nca  ei|ui\'alent  to  a  honus  to  set.ie 
in  the  L'nited  States  where  the  settler  would  Ic  in 
the  inidsb  of  a  lai-.i;-t>  home  uiii-ket  |)rote!ti'd  fro:,i 
the  competition  of  his  fellow  countrymen  in  the  <  )!d 
Lanil  and  to  say  tlx^  least  enual  il'  wt  superior  ad- 
van  ta<j;es  to  a  colonist  in  the  British  market.  The  results 
of  this  joint  in  luenc  ;  on  the  movements  of  population, 
has  been  such  that  the  United  States  ha\e  received  ahoi  t 
seven  tenths  of  the  emigrants  from  the  rnited  Kingdom 
and  from  the  Continent.  A  cheaj)  country  to  live  in  s 
not  the  choice  of  the  emigj-ant.  What  he  desiics  is  an 
easy  country  tc)  make  n'loney  in,  as  ev^dpnted  by  the  rush 
to  Califoi-nia  in  ISll),  and  subsequently  to  British  Colum- 
bia, Australia,  and  the  diamond  mines  of  Africa.  The 
emigration  to  the  United  States  has  Ihhmi  on  such  an  ex- 
tensive scale  that  her  population  has  doubled  within  the 
last  thirty  five  years.  Free  tradeis  will  say  that  is  on  ac- 
count of  her  gT'eat  natui-al  resources,  l)ut  that  is  onlv 
one  factor,  and  she  does  not  hold  a  nK)nopoly  of  that 
kind,  for  Canada  possesses  natural  resources  of  immense 
value  in  her  100,000,000  acres  of  the  finest  wheat  land 
in  the  world.  Her  deposits  of  the  ordiiuiry  minerals 
will    be    found     to     eijual    those    of    the    United     States, 
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while  licr  iiiekle  deposits  are  the  hir<,'est  yet  discovered, 
and  in  her  tiniV)er  and  fisheries  slie  surpass(^s  all  other 
countries,  while  the  British  West  Indies  excel  the  South- 
ern States  in  resources  also.  So  it  is  not  natural  resour- 
ces alone  that  swell  the  tide  of  emigration  to  the  United 
States  and  keeps  it  at  the  tlov,  but  the  combined  influen- 
ce of  their  tariffs  has  been  the  cliief  factor.  Enj^dands 
tariff',  based  on  class  selfishness,  paralizes  the  a<,'ricultural 
interests  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  United  States" 
taiitf',  baied  on  national  selfislmess,  builds  up  th(!  nation, 
in  the  former  the  desire  of  gain  smothers  patriotism,  in 
tie  latter,  the  desire  of  gain  is  merged  in  patriotism. 
The  principle  of  protection  is  exemplified  hu-ally  by  cor- 
porations, when  they  compel  transient  tra<lers  to  pay  for 
the  privilege  of  selling  their  wares  within  tlu;  corporate 
bounds,  otherwise  these  transient  traders  would  re»p  the 
fruits  of  other  men's  outlay.  These  corjjorations  are  the 
units  of  the  nation's  market,  and  if  this  princi})le  is  loc- 
a  'y  right,  certaifdy  the  national  market  shou  d  be  protect- 
ed on  the  same  princ'ple.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the 
))Oor  consumer,  Imt  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  consumeis 
pure  and  simi)le,  are  few,  such  as  bond  holders,  those  witli 
private  incomes,  officials,  and  the  like.  A  poor  man  must 
of  ne 'essity  l)e  a  producer,  he  must  either  se.l  his  lalxtr 
or  his  wares  if  he  is  t)  get  along  in  this  age  of  competit- 
ion. The  hardware  man  is  ;i,  consumer  of  the  go(jds  of  the 
textile  fabric  man,  and  vice  versa.  The  farmer  is  a  coii- 
sujierof  the  goods  of  the  artizan,  and  t!ie  arti/.an  is  a  con- 
sumer of  tiie  farmer's  goods,  and  so  all  around.  A  pro 
tected  cointry  attracts  to  its  shores  capital  and  skill, 
thereby  providing  more  constant  and  varied  employment 
t\)r  her  people  ;  increases  her  internal  and  external  trade, 
stimulates  the  development  of  her  natural  resourct  s,  an<l 
gives  her  a  steadily  nicreasing  home  market,  and  prevents 
outsiders  from  turninir  that  market  into  a  slaught"i-  m  ir- 
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ket,  such  as  the  Enj^lish  market  now  is.  Truly  En<,'Ian<l  has 
hecorne  the  worUI's  Dump.  No  state  should  ahanfl  n  the 
prerogative  of  discriminating  between  foreigners  and  its 
own  citizens,  for  then  this  potent  commercial  lever  is 
liable  to  be  used  l^y  irresponsible  parties  either  inside  or 
outside  the  state,  to  the  detriment  of  the  citizens.  As  it 
was  used  here  in  Csinada  by  the  Grand  Trunk  in  the 
seventies  when  there  was  no  duty  on  grain  or  Hour.  The 
(irand  Trunk  at  that  time  charged  $2").  00  a  car  for  grain 
or  Hour  from  Oshawa,  300  miU^s  west  from  M<jntreal,  and 
for  the  same  kind  of  freight  from  Chicago  to  Mont- 
real, $23.00.  England's  marine  has  almost  continuously 
exercised  the  discriminating  power  in  favor  of  foreij.'n 
nations  as  against  the  colonies,  l)ut  this  last  year  the  home 
farmer  has  been  discriminated  against  as  well  as  the  col- 
onial by  England's  marine,  for  a  New  York  fatucer  could 
get  his  products  put  on  the  London  market  at  less  cost 
than  the  Aberdeen  farmer.  Such  has  l>een  tlie  result  of 
tlie  abandonment  by  England  of  this  most  useful  prerog- 
ative of  government.  Another  evil  it  entails  is  to  deprive 
the  nation  of  the  means  of  obtaining  trtuJe  a/lvanta^es 
from  other  countries.  England  has  so  cheapened  herself 
that  she  has  notliing  to  otFer  to  a  foreign  nation  in  ex- 
change for  better  trade  relations.  And  it  is  even  doubt- 
ful whether  she  has  power  to  grant  trade  privileges  to  her 
own  colonies  without  the  consent  of  foreign  nations,  so 
completely  has  she  bartered  or  abandoaed  her  own  rights 
as  well  as  colonial  rights,  in  pursuit  of  that  bublile,  "  Free 

Tra<le. 

Oshawa,  ]Nrarch  1895. 
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